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SHIRLEY WILLIAMS AERODROME (44TE) CTAF 122.9 

KINGSLAND, TX  N30-41.01 W98-25.02. 

RUNWAY 16/34 2600”, ELEVATION 880 

ON THE COLORADO ARM OF LAKE LBJ 

=========================================================== 

The June Chapter meeting will be held on Saturday, June 13
th

.  Burgers and 

social hour begin at Noon with the chapter meeting at 1:00 PM.  

 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

Here is a 

U-Tube 

video about 

the 

Lockheed 

Constituti

on  with 

great music 

and 

MovieTone 

news clips.  

I always liked the MovieTone News in theaters.  Why did they quit that?? 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Ss9ZyidjlI 

 

 

http://www.cummings

world.com/pp/Old_Sch
ool_Aircraft.pps 

Here is a link to many 
great aircraft photos. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Ss9ZyidjlI
http://www.cummingsworld.com/pp/Old_School_Aircraft.pps
http://www.cummingsworld.com/pp/Old_School_Aircraft.pps
http://www.cummingsworld.com/pp/Old_School_Aircraft.pps
http://www.air-and-space.com/Lockheed R6V Constitution/Ground level l.jpg
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

My brother Nick from Cold Nebraska 

supplied this link with thousands of 

aviation pictures. 

 

http://flightaware.com/photos/staffpicks/

cume 

 

The site contains something over 28,000 

images. 

 

Let me know when you finish looking at 

all of them!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Stewardess:  "Sir, please buckle your seat belt" 

  

Arrogant Christian:  "Superman don't need no seat belt.: 

  

Stewardess:  "Superman don't need no airplane.  Buckle it." 

______________________________________________________________________________

Electric Aircraft to Play Increasing Role in the 
Future 

Advances likely to come from homebuilders, experimenters  

http://www.eaa.org/news/2009/2009-04-27_electric.asp  Here’s the link to an interesting article 

about the present and future of those 

electric airplanes. 

Batteries Improve But Need To 

Improve More 

Michael Dudley of the NASA Ames 

Research Center provided a 

presentation of electric aircraft 

power system requirements. He said 

NASA is actively investigating 

electric propulsion as a viable 

http://flightaware.com/photos/staffpicks/cume
http://flightaware.com/photos/staffpicks/cume
http://www.eaa.org/news/2009/2009-04-27_electric.asp
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option for some aerial applications but it has a long way to go before it can match the energy 

storage efficiency of fossil fuels. The internal combustion engine has three times the energy 

density of even the most sophisticated battery-electric system currently available. He said that 

situation is unlikely to change in the short term because an "improvement factor" of 20 is 

required to make lithium ion battery systems even come close to conventional engines. Motor 

technology seems to be advancing more quickly.  

Various speakers at the symposium described advances in motor power-to-weight ratios and 

there are some truly impressive developments. There are motors that are actually small and 

powerful enough to be housed with the propeller and Steve Neu has developed a motor four 

inches long and two inches in diameter capable of a peak output of 10 Kw or 13.4 

horsepower. Vans aircraft is developing a hybrid system using a gasoline engine in combination 

with an electric motor. 

Above is an Electric Sonex 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

WOW!  Here is a link   http://www.sportaviationonline.org/sportaviation/200905/ to the May 

2009 Digital Edition of Sport Aviation, the official EAA magazine. 

 

Be sure and look at the picture at the beginning of  the article named “Roughing It”. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

THE PRIVATE EXPLORER 
This plane becomes like a private cottage with it’s own bed, table, fridge, stove, toilet, shower, 

water pump, heater, opening screen window and lighting. 
 

http://exploreraero.com/Site/Private%20explorer.html 

 

I’m not making this stuff up! 
 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

http://www.sportaviationonline.org/sportaviation/200905/
http://exploreraero.com/Site/Private%20explorer.html
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Air Journey Working To Offer Fly-

Yourself Trips From Florida To Cuba 

Flying to Cuba from southern Florida could be 

an appealing trip for a GA pilot -- it's only about 

80 miles away, and the beach resorts and Cuban 

cigars still have the romantic appeal they had in 

Hemingway's time. But while flying your 

private airplane into Cuba is not expressly 

forbidden, it's not easy to do, and restrictions on 

spending make it impractical. But Thierry Pouille, CEO of Air Journey, is working to change 

that, by organizing escorted trips where his company will handle all of the bureaucracy and 

paperwork. The educational trips, which include meetings with Cuban officials to learn about 

their aviation system, will depart on a Thursday and return on Monday, with time to visit Old 

Havana, a cigar factory and more. The journey is pending approval by federal officials, but 

Pouille said he is hopeful that the first trips will be launching by this summer. 

For more details about Pouille's plans, click here to listen to AVweb's exclusive podcast 

interview, available Friday morning. 

SOOO,, Senors and Senoritas!  Let’s have a fly-out to CUBA!!! 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

I WANT ONE!!! 

‘Gweduck’ Makes First Flights 
Amphibian aiming for 

AirVenture 

 

May 7, 2009 — An airplane that has 

generated a lot of interest in the 

seaplane community, the Gweduck 

flying-boat style amphibian, has 

made its first flights off the water on 

Lake Washington in Renton, Wash. 

Land-based flights are expected to 

take place this weekend, and 

hopefully the twin-engine high wing 

will be flown to Oshkosh for EAA 

AirVenture 2009 this summer. 

The Gweduck (pronounced "Gooey-

Duck") was designed by Ben Ellison, 

EAA 72406, owner of Ellison Throttle Body Injectors (www.Ellison-TBI.com) and is a ground-up 

redesign of a Grumman concept. It’s made of composite materials, seats two pilots and four 

passengers, and  according to Ross Mahon, EAA 215408, one of the test pilots and builder. 

http://www.airjourney.com/
http://www.avweb.com/podcast/
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http://www.eaa.org/news/2009/2009-05-07_duck.asp  = first flight video 

“It was originally designed in the early 1990s as a composite Widgeon,” he said. According to the 

project website, the idea behind building such an aircraft was to “eliminate the extensive corrosion 

and maintenance problems so common to the 40+-year-old design.” That evolved into a ground-up 

redesign of a completely new aircraft combining 1940s and 1950s flying boat designs with modern 

composite construction, as well as the latest in aerodynamic and hydrodynamic technologies. 

The airplane’s name derives from the name of a large clam indigenous to the Pacific Northwest called 

the geoduck (which is pronounced “gooey duck.”) 

Mahon said by bringing the airplane to Oshkosh they would get a feel of what the interest is. 

Depending on the reaction, it’s possible they may begin marketing an aircraft kit. The actual display 

area has yet to be determined, but flight demos are planned for the Seaplane Base. 

The team is confident this weekend’s flights off Renton Municipal (adjacent to Boeing’s Renton 

operations, where 737s are made) will be successful. “Based on the high-speed taxi tests and the 

flights last week, we don’t expect any issues,” Mahon said. 

Last weekend’s half-dozen flights on Lake Washington, piloted by former Boeing test pilot Buzz 

Nelson, included flap position changes, retracting the wing tip floats, and generally exploring the flight 

envelope. Altitude reached was about 3,000 feet MSL. “Water takeoff and landing behavior was 

excellent,” Mahon said. 

Gweduck specifications 

Length: 32.5 ft 

Height: 10.8 ft 

Wing span: Tip Float down 48 ft 

Wing area: 295 sq. ft. 

Wing loading: 20.3 Lb/sq. ft. 

Power loading: 10.3 Lb/sq. ft. 

Seats: 2 pilots, 4 passengers 

Cabin width: 54” 

Airfoil: GA35U-A315 

Engines (2): Lycoming, IO-540 & LIO-540 

Propeller: MT Propeller, 3 Blade, constant speed, feathering, reversing. 

Design Gross Weight: 6000 Lbs 

Useful load (Typical): 1800 Lbs 

Fuel capacity (Each side): Inboards tanks 40 Gals./Outboard tanks 60 Gals. 

Estimated Performance: Cruise Speed - 135 Knots at 65% power at 3000 ft MSL 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Cessna Mustang Demo Flight ð Is It 
Really as Easy to Fly as a Skyhawk? 

http://www.avweb.com/eletter/archives/avfl

ash/1376-full.html 

 

 

http://www.eaa.org/news/2009/2009-05-07_duck.asp
http://www.gweduck.com/
http://www.gweduck.com/
http://www.gweduck.com/
http://www.avweb.com/eletter/archives/avflash/1376-full.html
http://www.avweb.com/eletter/archives/avflash/1376-full.html
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Dave Rogerson provided the following aviation humor! 

 
While the C-5 was turning over its engines, a female crewman gave the G.I.s on board the usual 
information regarding seat belts, emergency exits, etc . 
 
Finally, she said, 'Now sit back and enjoy your trip while your captain, Judith Campbell, and crew 
take you safely to Afghanistan ' 

 
 
An old MSgt. sitting in the 
eighth row thought to 
himself, 
 
'Did I hear her right? Is the 
captain a woman? ' 
 
When the attendant came 
by he said 'Did I 
understand you right? Is 
the captain a woman?' 
 
'Yes,'! said the attendant, 
'In fact, this entire crew is 
female.' 

 
 
 
'My God,' he said, 'I wish I had two double scotch and sodas. I don't know what to think  
with only women up there in the cockpit.'  

 
 
 
'That's another thing, 
Sergeant,' said the crew 

member, 'We No Longer 
Call It The Cockpit.' 
 
'It's The Box Office.' 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Shawn Van Cleve supplied the following: 

Turn your sound up a little so you can more clearly hear the radio transmissions between 

the two pilots and the tower.   Watch how quickly the ground comes up as the F -16 crashes 

F-16 vs Bird (read before watching)  

  

                  Amazing 45 second sequence. You may have to replay  

to see the bird that entered the engine. Go to large screen if you can. This  

is footage from the cockpit of an F -16. Cool reaction and professionalism of  

the two pilots, inclu ding cockpit transmission with video.  

  

                  F-16 engine ingests bird after takeoff at Tyndall  

AFB. Think you might find it interesting to see a crash from the cockpit of  

an airplane. It is an instructor pilot in the rear and a student in the  

front seat of an F -16. 

  

                  A "Bird Strike," as seen through the Heads Up  

Display (HUD). You can see the bird flash by just prior to impacting the  

engine. You can hear the aircraft voice warning system telling them they  

have a problem and re ferring to the "D -6 NL" which means there is no  

engine 

RPM. 

  

                  They made two attempts to relight the jet engine,  

but evidently there was too much damage from the bird strike and they had to  

eject.  These guys were very cool; note the heavy breathing... They certainly  

flew longer than one would expect before ejecting. Airspeed can be observed  

on the HUD's upper left corner. It goes down to the low 120's as they  

struggle to get the engine going again, but as the plane noses over and  

dives to e arth it increases to at least 175 just before impact.  

  

                  It just goes to show how quickly your day can go to  

pieces - 45 seconds from strike to ejection. All and all, not bad. They ran  

the Emergency Checklist, made two relight attempts, an d picked out a plowed  

field for impact before ejecting.  

  

  

                  You can follow the audio attached to it and hear the  

conversation between the pilot and instructor pilot and then the tower.  

Including the pilot saying they were punching out. The tower didn't seem to  

completely understand it all, and missed the significance of the last  
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transmission.  

  

                  The towers last radio call, he's talking to an empty  

aircraft. The video continues until impact, even after they both eject. A  

classic "buying the farm" as you can see the plow rows get bigger. A  

real  

nice job from the aircrew by keeping their cool and turning the aircraft  

away from populated areas. No one hurt and no one killed but the dirty bird  

did cost the Taxpayers a "few" million dollars!  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sT9LwfK8MZ8 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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